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Welcome
What We Will and Won’t 

Be Covering

We WILL...
● Review the what and why of 

running records

● Explore the data from running 
records to inform and guide our 
instruction

● Plan instruction and group 
students  based on running 
record results

We WON’T...
● Review HOW to administer and 

score a running record

Let’s  begin  by reviewing

 some  common  understandings about ...

Running (Reading) Records



Running Records
What Are They?

Running Records
What Are They?

● An assessment method designed to help teachers 
systematically examine a child’s strengths and needs as a 
reader

● Uses the standard of the F&P Text Level Gradient, which 
represents twenty-six points from the easiest level (A) to 
the most challenging level (Z)

● Each level represents a small but significant increase in 
difficulty over the previous level

Running Records
How Are They Administered?



Running Records
Why?

 “The primary purpose of 
assessment is to gather data to 
inform teaching. If assessment 
does not result in improved 

teaching, then its value in school 
diminishes greatly.”

Fountas & Pinnell

Facilitating the Assessment

Let’s Look at Josiah



What We’ve Learned About the Reader
Through the Assessment Process

Let’s  explore  how  we can learn  
more  about  our  readers  through ...

Analyzing the Sources of 
Information They Use (M,S,V)

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

What Does That Mean?

● We can use our reading records to learn more about our 
readers through analyzing the errors and self-corrections 
they made while reading

● We can think:
○ Which source(s) of information did the reader use?
○ Which source(s) did the reader neglect to use?

● It is optimal to do this using the text that we found to be 
their instructional reading level

M

S

V

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A7WEuxBSgGN_89abmcvkMCZ8Z7w5o98OHiyUo-s2WfE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A7WEuxBSgGN_89abmcvkMCZ8Z7w5o98OHiyUo-s2WfE/edit


Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

What do 
those three 

letters 
mean?

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

M:  Meaning

● Readers sometimes make substitutions that 

indicate they are thinking about the meaning of 

the text

● Example:  a child may read “jacket” for “coat”

● It’s important to note that meaning can be 

conveyed through pictures or text 

Ask Yourself:  Does it make sense?

M

meaning

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

S:  Structure

● Structure can also be a powerful source of information for a 

reader (this is often to connected to our knowledge of oral language)

● Readers may often substitute one noun for another noun or 

one verb for another verb

● Example:  a child may read “We like playing” instead of “We like 

to play.”

Ask Yourself:  Does it sound right? OR 

Would we say it that way?

S

structure

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZrRAr67f4ZL8tPUBSkCx-IHUX07yHZ4kX4nQ0rrpQC4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZrRAr67f4ZL8tPUBSkCx-IHUX07yHZ4kX4nQ0rrpQC4/edit


Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

V:  Visual

● Readers also use visual features of print to read (e.g., letters, 

words)

● They connect the visual features to their phonetic 

knowledge

● Example:  a child may read “where”  for “when” or “park” for 

“place”

Ask Yourself:  Does it look right?

V

visual

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

The Process (Errors):

● Begin with the first error the reader made

● In the right hand column (under “E” ), write each letter:  M 

S V

● Next, analyze the error to determine what source(s) of 

information the reader used

● Think:  Does the error...

○ Make sense? (circle the “M”)
○ Sound right? (circle the “S”)
○ Look right?  (circle the “V”)

M        S         V

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

Some Important Notes...

● Readers often use multiple sources of 

information as they process texts

● You can circle more than one source!

M              S               V

M              S               V

M              S               V



Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

Analyzing 
Sources of Information 

Used

Now, let’s look 

at how to analyze 

SELF-CORRECTIONS...

Analyzing Sources of Information
That Our Readers Use (M, S, V)

The Process (Self Corrections):

● Begin with the first self-correction the reader made

● In the right hand column (under “E” ), write each letter:  M S V

● In the right hand column (under “SC”), also write each letter:  M S V

● Next, analyze the initial error to determine what source(s) of information the 

reader used when making that error (using first M S V)

● Then, hypothesize what source of information the reader used that caused 

him/her to self-correct the error (circle one using second M S V)



Finally,  let’s  reflect  on ...

What We Can Determine
About the Reader Through the Assessment Process

The Value
of Analyzing Sources of Information That the Reader Used

Do I really have to 
take the time to 

analyze using MSV?

 Isn’t the reading 
level enough?

The Value
of Analyzing Sources of Information That the Reader Used

We’re 
exactly the 

same!

Bill Jim

Looks like 
we are!

97% Accuracy

Limited Proficiency 
(comprehension)



The Value
of Analyzing Sources of Information That the Reader Used

BillFountas & Pinnell

“The ability to observe, analyze, and 
interpret reading behavior is 

foundational to effective teaching. 

It is the first step in helping struggling 
readers.”

Now,  let’s  explore  a  system  for ...

Recording Class Data

What We’ve Learned About the Reader
Through the Assessment Process

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BExGv36qZ18VQSVbADhKxsZ1VYNzMCOhGZ2_sVPnEw4/edit

