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Literacy

• #1316- Reading Teacher
• 15 credits

• 2 years teaching experience (by time you apply for 
licensure)

• Master’s Degree in Literacy (+ Reading Specialist)

• #1316 + 15 more credits (30) = Master’s!

• #5017- Reading Specialist
• 2 years of teaching experience

• Must hold Professional Educator License

**May be required to pass Reading Foundations exam – check with us for details! 



What is Guided Reading?

“Guided reading is a key part of a comprehensive 
reading framework and an essential element of a 
successful reading workshop.” 

-The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading by Jan Richardson p. 6

• Describe how you implement Guided Reading



Purpose – Structure 
What makes Small Group successful?

• Preparation of materials

• Efficient transitions to and from Small 
Group

• Timing that fits instructional goals

• Clearly defined roles for teachers, 
teaching partners and children



Developmental Behaviors 

Be a kid watcher

• Link to F&P levels

• Scholastic



Assessments to Guide your 
Instruction
Assess: Determine your pre A reader’s word 
study strengths and needs.

1. Show student the Letter Name/Sound 
Recognition Student Form.

2. Start with first uppercase letter. Student 
should name left to right.

3. When reading, have student point to 
each letter. If struggling, ask student to 
scan the row for recognizable letters. 
Record responses on the Letter 
Name/Sound Teacher Recording Form.



Assessments to Guide your 
Instruction Cont.

Assess: Determine your pre A reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.

4. Repeat with the lowercase letters.

5. Point to lowercase letters and ask student to 
say each letter’s sound. Record responses on 
Teacher Recording Form.

6. Transfer information from Teacher Recording 
Form to Letter Name/Sound Checklist. 
Circle/highlight letters and sounds the student 
knows. Record the number of known letters 
and sounds for each student.



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction

Assess: Determine your emergent reader’s word 
study strengths and needs.



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction

Assess: Determine your early reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.



Evaluating Data from Running 
Record

“Think about how Jan uses the 
teachers' data to determine what 
the students do as readers, and 
how she uses the information to 
design the lesson."

https://www.scholastic.com/pro/TheNextStepFor
wardinGuidedReading.html

https://www.scholastic.com/pro/TheNextStepForwardinGuidedReading.html


Assessments to Guide Your Instruction

Assess: Determine your transitional reader’s word 
study strengths and needs.



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction

Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.

For Fluent Assess-Decide- Guide Framework

• Do students struggle to decode polysyllabic words?

• Can students break words at the affix and root?

• Do students know the meanings of common affixes?

• Do students use context clues and affixes to infer the 
meaning of unfamiliar words?

• Do they make connections between words with similar 
roots and affixes?



Assessments to Guide Your 
Instruction
Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.

Monitor Progress:

“Monitoring progress is a daily part of guided reading. 
Taking daily anecdotal notes and assess students about 
every ten lessons to monitor progress and guide teaching 
decisions.”

Also: “When teachers are working with small groups they 
have the opportunity to notice new behaviors and 
record observations on the back of the lesson plan.”



Assessments to Guide Your 
Instruction
Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.

Moving a student from Pre-A to Emergent:

• Consider the following:

• Can the student write their first name without out a 
model?

• Can the student identify 40 uppercase and lowercase 
letters?

• Can the student demonstrate left to right 
directionality?

• Can the student hear some letter sounds? (at least 8)



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction
Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study strengths 
and needs.

Moving a student from Emergent to Early:

• Consider the following:

• Can the student read a level C with few errors?

• Can the student read and write about 20-30 sight words?

• Can the student decode new words by picture clue and 
initial letter sounds?

• Can the student assess meaning and structure?

• Can the student hear and record CVC words?

• Does the student maintain one-to-one matching?



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction
Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study strengths and 
needs.

Moving a student from Early to Transitional:

• Consider the following:

• Can the student independently read text level I with fluency?

• Can the student read and write a large bank of sight words?

• Can the student use meaning, structure and visual information?

• Can the student solve new words by integrating  a variety of 
strategic actions?

• Can the student reread familiar texts with fluency and expression?

• Can the student retell the main idea and important details?

• Can the student apply phonemic elements such as digraphs and 
blends to both reading and writing?



Assessments to Guide Your Instruction
Assess: Determine your fluent reader’s word study 
strengths and needs.

Moving a student from Transitional to Fluent:

• Consider the following:
• Can the student self-monitor when meaning breaks 

down?
• Can the student decode multisyllabic words with 

little support?
• Can the student read with fluency, phrasing and 

expression?
• Can the student retell a story by referring to 

important details and examples in the text?



Set Goals for Your Students

Pre-A goals: 



Set Goals for Your Students

Emergent reader goals:



Analogy Chart – Video

Transitional video 6

• How can tell this word activity 
is at a higher level than sorting 
words?

https://www.scholastic.com/pro/TheNextStepForwardinGuidedReading.html


Analogy Chart

Analogy Charts for Transitional Readers



Set Goals for Your Students

Early reader goals:



Set Goals for Your Students

Transitional reader goals:



Set Goals for Your Students

Fluent reader goals:



Monitoring Progress

Pre-A

“Check on letter/sound knowledge each week until 
student identifies 40 letters by name.” Pg.51
On this page Jan lists when to move student to the 
Emergent Level.

Emergent

“Progress monitoring is a daily part of guided reading. 
Take daily anecdotal notes and assess students every 
ten lessons to monitor progress and guide your teaching 
decisions.” Pg. 102-103
On page 103, Jan lists when to move students to the 
Early Level.



Monitoring Progress Cont.

Early

On Page 155, Jan lists when to move students from Early 
Level to Transitional.

“The average rate of progress for Transitional readers is 
one alphabetical level every eight to nine weeks. At 
least once a month, reevaluate your guided reading 
groups.” Pg. 215 

“Move students into higher levels when you see them 
repeatedly experiencing success in decoding, fluency, 
and retelling.” Pg.215

On page 216, Jan lists when to move students from 
Transitional Level to Fluent Level.



What is something you 
want to change?
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