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Welcome
Goals for This Session...

● Review research on talk in 
the classroom

● Explore a pathway for 
increasing student talk in 
classrooms

● Explore protocols, tools and 
structures for supporting 
(accountable) talk in any 
content area classroom

●

What does the research 
say about Talk in Schools?



Wait Time =
The period of 

silence following a 
teacher’s question

The Importance of Wait Time

● Wait time rarely last more than 1.5 seconds
● Great things can happen when we give our students 3-5 

seconds of wait time

(Mary Budd-Rowe, 1972; 
Stahl, 1990; Marzano, 
Pickering, and 
Pollock 2001).

The Importance of Wait Time

● Teacher behavior changes, too.

(Mary Budd-Rowe, 1972; Stahl, 1990; Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock 2001).



Teacher Talk Time (TTT)
 v. Student Talk Time (STT)

Research shows that, on average, teachers talk in a regular 
classroom 50-80% of the time!
60 minute class period
■ Teacher talk = 48 minutes
■ Student talk = 12 minutes
■ 24 students in class
■ 60min. x 20% = 12 min. ÷ 24 students = 30 seconds for each students to 

practice academic language
(Termos, 2018)

How to reduce TTT

● Be aware of and monitor how much you’re talking
● Don’t steal the struggle
● Move from the front of the class
● Use non-verbal reinforcement whenever possible
● Turn statements into questions and prompts
● Stop repeating yourself
● Notice when you summarize and review for students—get 

their input, instead

What Works in Education?

Class Discussion .82

Jigsaw Method 1.2



“”

A Pathway to Increased 
Student Talk

Setting the Stage for 
Student Conversation 

Setting up a physical 
environment that 
promotes conversation

Establishing 
expectations for all 
classroom talk

Implementing 
discussion protocols, 
structures and tools

Increasing depth of 
conversations

Jeff Zwiers, 2014



#1 An Environment That 
Promotes Conversation

Jeff Zwiers, 2014

#1 An Environment That 
Promotes Conversation

#2 Establishing Expectations for 
ALL Classroom Talk

●

Source: SERP - Strategic Education 
Research Partners

Co-constructing class norms/anchor 
charts that support talk that is:

● Focused on student reasoning
● Respectful
● Equitable
● Socially acceptable
● Part of the class culture



#2 Establishing Expectations for 
ALL Classroom Talk

●

Accountable to...
➔  To the learning community  
➔ To accurate and appropriate 

knowledge
➔ To rigorous thinking

Source: http://www.okee.k12.fl.us/

Wolf, Crossen and Resnick (2006)

“If students don’t verbalize, students won’t internalize!”

When Students Engage in 
Authentic Accountable Talk, It...

●

Wolf, Crossen and 
Resnick (2006)

#3 Implementing Discussion Protocols, 
(Tools and Routines)

●

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Slxpu7olmIWqYnPQUrWtYTaohJKpdNp-J7agrgN91ZU/edit


#3 Implementing Discussion Protocols, 
(Tools and Routines)

●

Let’s Engage in Some Talk!
Watch, Write, Share, Learn

● Form a triad

● Determine roles: 
○ Person 1- Observations on student language

○ Person 2 - Observations on teacher language

○ Person 3 - Observations on tools and structures used

● Watch the video clips and jot 

● Share with your triad

● Record a ‘take-away’ from someone else in the group

What Accountable Talk 
Is and Isn’t

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSI4imt0dXg


#4 Increasing the 
Depth of Conversations

Student A: OK, why did the author write this?
Student B: To teach us about courage.
Student A: Yeah, the guy was brave.
Student B: OK, what do we do now?

Another Example

Goals for Today:

● Review research on talk in the 
classroom

● Explore a pathway for increasing 
student talk in classrooms

● Explore protocols, tools and 
structures for supporting 
(accountable) talk in any content 
area classroom

Let’s take a minute to

Wrap Up & 
Reflect

On Our 70 minutes of Learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ADAY9AQm54

