
 

Virtual Instruction and Learning Guidelines – April 17, 2020 
 

These continue to be uncertain times.  Our hopes of returning to school in the near 
future seem tenuous at best.  We have learned a great deal about VIL through trial and 
error and have had spring breaks to help us regroup.  The duration of VIL is requiring us 
to examine policies and practices and find ways to adapt.  Some of the questions below 
have been addressed in previous VIL Guidelines but responses have been updated.   
 
Unmotivated People Can't Motivate Anybody is a podcast by Robyn Jackson.  She does 
promote her workshops but when she gets on topic (8:35) it is worth listening to.  
 
Q & A 
 
How do we assess/grade students for the remainder of the year? 
 
This is a time to be strategic in instruction and assessment planning.  We are all focusing 
on “prioritizing” our priority standards, but this is the time to consider what can be done 
in the weeks remaining, whether virtually or in-person.  Mapping out the remainder of 
the year in collaboration with teacher(s) who will be working with your current students 
next year will bring some clarity to gaps that will need to be addressed during the 
summer and/or as the next school year begins.   
 

 Are there certain domains/topics that should be prioritized across grade levels?  
For example, a gap in the geometry domain in mathematics is more easily 
rectified than a gap in number operations, even though both domains have 
priority standards on the report card. 
 

 Are assessments you are using requiring students to demonstrate proficiency in 
an authentic and reliable way? Your goal is to have enough evidence of 
proficiency on select priority standards so learning is accurately reported.   
 

 Is there a formal and concise process in place to identify gaps?  If your school has 
or will be offering summer learning opportunities, it will be important to have an 
efficient way to determine instructional priorities sooner rather than later.  If 
you will not be seeing students until next year, having gap data will allow 
planning to begin prior to August. 

 
 
 

http://schoolleadershipreimagined.com/episode66/?inf_contact_key=a3fbdafa7647ff70862ba788699445a5680f8914173f9191b1c0223e68310bb1


How will report cards look for the last grading period? 
 
The Office for Schools is in the process of gathering advice and recommendations from 
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee Assessment Committee and the Superintendent’s 
Advisory Council regarding this issue.  We are also consulting with PowerSchool to make 
sure grading options are supported in the system.  We will be providing 3K-8 schools 
with grading options before the end of the month. The focus for teachers should 
continue to be on the question of proficiency rather than an attempt to assign grades. 
 
How do we continue to address teacher effectiveness during VIL? 
 
The move to VIL has changed the way we interact professionally.  To maintain a focus on 
professional growth, principals should encourage teachers to utilize the Teacher 
Effectiveness Framework (TEF) to validate their efforts in planning and delivering VIL by 
uploading or submitting evidence of the work they are most proud of.  Below is a list of 
the most relevant TEF components related to VIL. 
 
Domain 1: Classroom Community 
Component 1B: Works with families as partners in their child’s education.  The teacher… 

 Provides feedback of student progress to families 

 Engages families as partners in the educational process and the life of the school 
 

Domain 2: Professional Life of a Catholic Educator 
Component 2C: Contributes to a positive school environment.  The teacher… 

 Collaborates with colleagues to analyze, inform and plan 
 

Domain 3: Planning and Instructional Effectiveness 
Component 3A: Uses best practices to support learning.  The teacher… 

 Demonstrates knowledge of students 

 Sets instructional outcomes 

 Designs coherent instruction 

 Transfers content knowledge to students 

 Promotes learner engagement 
 

Domain 4: Assessment 
Component 1A: Uses assessment to advance student learning.  The teacher… 

 Uses assessment data to design instruction 

 Clearly identifies and communicates assessment criteria 

 Provides opportunities for student self-assessment and monitoring 
 
 

 



Should we be continuing First Communion preparation with our students? 

The interruption of First Communion preparation at the school and parish levels will 
require assessing the situation and determining what is necessary and possible to do 
during the pandemic.  For teachers, do what is possible to continue and adapt 
sacramental preparation as part of regular religion classes.  
 

When will First Communion be celebrated?  

  

While our Sacramental Guidelines explain that the Easter season is the most appropriate 

time for this celebration, a parish is not limited to the Easter season if circumstances 

require a greater delay.  Any communications about the celebration of First Communion 

should come from the parish.   

 

What resources for religious education are available to teachers and DRE’s during the 

pandemic? 

 

Resources during the Coronavirus PandemicCatechetical Resources 

Virtual Youth Ministry page 

 
 
Additional Resources: 

For K-12 Parents and Teachers:  
 
8 Elements of Home-Based Learning 
The 8 elements of home-based learning, with specific suggestions for parents, are a 
great resource for teachers to consult when giving advice to parents or the information 
could be shared directly with parents.  Suggestions are provided for K-12 students. 
 

 

https://u6042351.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=BxiPhWuOMWQf29A1frTtgf2YPyf54FHco21VMWScIjcT8mNkLprSkN1nRJ7yulxs2Ybg6IZJoa0FDd-2Bm3o7BqYFESWOBZGUOIQSKydbmPzEN9nzhEMam5RkVmYny3KLxpHvPms42vHCZDxkJlhLFaXlvvPZfMt2IwK2-2BnvG9f-2Bo-3DMRoT_1AUIEmgHlG8jNQ9U0dmGhlodoTcYT9aY-2FT4m1LbgAPlqWAG-2Bbf0UvkyfvBSpnK-2FoJwT-2BliFI7NyhjZvwJ7k2m5S4kkc2v-2BYpXsnnL4qfjzxc2aHcj7yLEiNuFpewLhamfJgu71pvjS-2BVnncQPcV8vLsPirUUcyHIjoVMDIFtPYSFuLL1KVS0ILPdUmMS9ZYJLoSGfN7GiPW-2FsKdRrs6dXNy3NMzIODvTlwWWrVl7mMj17tXKROEHH8jJSgiU8q5Ah7UeTz0gxxPndkyRkmi6x-2BJ-2BLj7FZOvZGXug9QUMxer0iZUKJANIpZi0ptJacmw87s-2FEnicLLGAd6JKl-2FwXggt1rsVS8-2FaaMJ1L84bP5LoTCs-2B8h3dKTliQPLZlKjnaIOOAxmyW6DutIAhyb5P3jiLh-2BRgv5ydaQhJi-2B41egbNdmYRNL4acVMzvy3cBv291DZB4WGHADu83BcGWmCu2-2Bng-3D-3D
https://u6042351.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=BxiPhWuOMWQf29A1frTtgf2YPyf54FHco21VMWScIje-2F7FpNQv1jBToAcWZw5UGDyPgQM5xnJQvDCo-2BkUeHmn-2BCkA-2BTrzZMHd1VpykT8TZfqEmlmAmS7K5Sp3RAxrSAvAFYIR-2BNGaJXp8o-2BvJT-2BucQ-3D-3DwIeJ_1AUIEmgHlG8jNQ9U0dmGhlodoTcYT9aY-2FT4m1LbgAPlqWAG-2Bbf0UvkyfvBSpnK-2FoJwT-2BliFI7NyhjZvwJ7k2m5S4kkc2v-2BYpXsnnL4qfjzxc2aHcj7yLEiNuFpewLhamfJgu71pvjS-2BVnncQPcV8vLsPirUUcyHIjoVMDIFtPYSFuLL1KVS0ILPdUmMS9ZYJLoSGfN7GiPW-2FsKdRrs6dXNy3NMzIODvTlwWWrVl7mMgs-2F103aqYJFSAKST6xIR32cMqhzv0GjMGf4IfzMYvZQJtiFagkprMDLIGVetqGlSDWhnlEfjhnWC2J70X6ryDYd-2FYXItSyn0rmjG7UZ7kUHrhkvbfMspv-2FTD9TzLegLlcVul2ppiqf8-2BhZtY5bqQmD2FVyejPYJj8V055wMhhhtC-2BahaxX0vQW1QRZuNK1NYZApfYIOPlP4fwmZj6lWBUNUYcycF0Z8e85XN0XZyjwCA-3D-3D
https://4theparents.idecorp.com/


Resources for Middle/High School Teachers and Parents 

Parents:  Quick Tips for Supporting your Middle Schoolers at Home 

Caring for the Parent-Teacher Relationship During COVID-19 

COVID-19: Helping Students Develop the Motivation to Invest in Their Learning While 
Sheltering at Home 

 

Free Handwriting Practice Packs 

Downloadable PDFs provide practice writing legibly in manuscript or cursive. Whether 

you currently teach Zaner-Bloser Handwriting or not, these resources will be useful if 

handwriting is currently part of your grade-level curriculum.   

 

Click to Download 

Manuscript Practice Pack 

Manuscript Paper Templates 

Cursive Practice Pack 

Cursive Paper Templates 

Grade K Activities 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.amle.org/Portals/0/pdf/webinars/Berckemeyer_Quick_Tips.pdf?_cldee=bmVsc29uc0BhcmNobWlsLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-13d1092e8d61e71196360050569142af-15032bccf9704cbe9f8e035185d84678&esid=8a770688-707a-ea11-8105-000d3a044486
https://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/artmid/888/articleid/1148/Default.aspx?_cldee=bmVsc29uc0BhcmNobWlsLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-13d1092e8d61e71196360050569142af-15032bccf9704cbe9f8e035185d84678&esid=8a770688-707a-ea11-8105-000d3a044486
https://www.amle.org/ServicesEvents/Webinars/041420/tabid/1200/Default.aspx
https://www.amle.org/ServicesEvents/Webinars/041420/tabid/1200/Default.aspx
https://go.zaner-bloser.com/e/431812/tm-medium-email-utm-campaign-A/t38wtd/820155003?h=wsWLwGUZHB9z2qA07FSdRG6cd4QCtZcgf_w67DBvQG4
https://go.zaner-bloser.com/e/431812/tm-medium-email-utm-campaign-A/t38wtg/820155003?h=wsWLwGUZHB9z2qA07FSdRG6cd4QCtZcgf_w67DBvQG4
https://go.zaner-bloser.com/e/431812/tm-medium-email-utm-campaign-A/t38wtj/820155003?h=wsWLwGUZHB9z2qA07FSdRG6cd4QCtZcgf_w67DBvQG4
https://go.zaner-bloser.com/e/431812/tm-medium-email-utm-campaign-A/t38wtl/820155003?h=wsWLwGUZHB9z2qA07FSdRG6cd4QCtZcgf_w67DBvQG4
https://go.zaner-bloser.com/e/431812/tm-medium-email-utm-campaign-A/t38wtn/820155003?h=wsWLwGUZHB9z2qA07FSdRG6cd4QCtZcgf_w67DBvQG4

