
Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 

 

R.K.1 [With prompting and support], ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about [kindergarten] topics and texts with peers and adults 

in small and larger groups. 

L.K.6 [Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Speaking and Listening 

[Follow agreed-upon 

rules for discussions]. 

(R.K.1, SL.K.1b) 

                              

[Continue a 

conversation through 

multiple exchanges]. 

(SL.K.1b) 

                              

 [Use words and phrases 

acquired through 

conversations, reading 

and being read to, and 

responding to texts]. 

(L.K.6) 

                              

 

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. Do I listen carefully to my classmates when they speak?  

2. Do I look directly at them so they can tell that I’m listening? 

3. Does what I have to say related to what the rest of the class is talking about? 

4. Do I help the idea grow bigger by staying on topic? 

5. Do I take note of and use words and phrases I hear used in conversations? 

 

 
Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 

 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 

 
R.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about [grade 1] topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

L.1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, [including using frequently occurring 

conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., I named my hamster Nibblet because she nibbles too much because she likes that)]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                          

Speaking and Listening 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions. (R.1.1, SL.1.1b) 
                           

Respond to the comments of 

others through multiple 

exchanges]. (SL.1.1b) 

                           

[Respond to the comments of 

others through multiple 

exchanges]. (SL.1.1b) 

                           

[Ask questions to clear up any 

confusion] about the topics 

and texts under discussion. 

(SL.1.1c) 

                           

Use words and phrases 

acquired through 

conversations, reading and 

being read to, and 

responding to texts, including 

using frequently occurring 

conjunctions to signal simple 

relationships. (L.1.6) 

                           

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

1. Do I listen carefully to my classmates when they speak?  

2. Do I wait for a classmate to finish speaking before I share my ideas? 

3. Do I keep my hand down while a classmate is speaking? 

4. Does what I have to say relate to the text or topic my class is discussing? 

5. Do I respond to a question or comment made by a classmate? 

6. Do I ask questions when I’m confused? 

7. Do I take note of and use words and phrases I hear used in conversations? 

 
Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.2.1 Ask and answer such questions [as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding] of key details in a text. 

SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about [grade 2] topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

L.2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, [including using adjectives and adverbs 

to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy)]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Speaking and Listening 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions. (R.2.1, SL.2.1a) 
                              

[Link their comments to the 

remarks of others]. (SL.2.1b) 
                              

Ask for clarification as 

needed about the topics 

and texts under discussion. 

(SL.2.1c) 

                              

Ask for further explanation 

as needed about the topics 

and texts under discussion. 

(SL.2.1c) 

                              

Use words and phrases 

acquired through 

conversations, reading and 

being read to, and 

responding to texts, 

[including using adjectives 

and adverbs to describe]. 

(L.2.6) 

                              

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

1. Do I listen carefully to my classmates when they speak?  

2. Do I wait for a classmate to finish speaking before I share my ideas? 

3. Do I keep my hand down while a classmate is speaking? 

4. Does what I have to say add something new to the discussion of the text or topic? 

5. Do I talk directly to the classmate who spoke last and try to build on her ideas? Do I give her the opportunity to respond? And then do 

I respond in turn to her? 

6. Do I allow other classmates to join the conversation? 

7. Do I ask classmates to explain what they mean when I don’t understand? 

8. Do I take note of and use words and phrases I hear used in conversations? 

 

Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, [referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers]. 

SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 3] topics and texts, 

building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.3.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, [general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 

spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them)]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions 

prepared, having read and 

researched material under 

study. (SL.3.1a) 

                              

Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions. (SL.4.1b) 
                              

Speaking 

Ask [questions to check 

understanding of information 

presented.] (SL.3.1c) 

                              

[Explicitly draw on that 

preparation and other 

information known about the 

topic to explore ideas under 

discussion.] (R.3.1, SL.3.1a) 

                              

Use grade-appropriate 

conversational, [general 

academic, and domain-

specific words and phrases, 

including those that signal 

spatial and temporal 

relationships]. (L.3.6) 

                              

Listening 

Ask [questions to stay on 

topic.] (SL.3.1c)  
                              

Ask [questions to link their 

comments to the remarks of 

others]. (SL.3.1c) 

                              

Explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the 

discussion. (SL.3.1d) 

                              

 



Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

1. What is the topic or text being discussed and what questions can I contribute? 

2. How can I prepare so that I will be ready to discuss this text or topic? 

3. What are the rules for this discussion or collaboration? 

4. What do I want to share in the discussion? 

5. Did I stay on topic 

6. After the discussion, can I share hat I learned from the members of the group? 

7. What are those academic words or phrases I hear most often when discussing a text or topic? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 

 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when [drawing inferences from the text]. 

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 4] topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.4.6 Use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal [precise actions, emotions, or states of 

being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 

preservation)]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, 

having read and researched 

material under study. (SL.4.1a) 

                              

Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions. (SL.4.1b) 
                              

[Carry out assigned roles]. 

(SL.4.1b) 
                              

Speaking 

[Pose specific questions]. 

(SL.4.1c) 
                              

Explicitly draw on that 

preparation and other 

information known about the 

topic to explore ideas under 

discussion. (R.4.1, SL.4.1a) 

                              

Use grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, 

including those that signal 

[precise actions, emotions, or 

states of being]. (L.4.6) 

                              

Listening 

[Respond to specific questions 

to clarify or follow up on 

information]. (SL.4.1c)  

                              

[Make comments that 

contribute to the discussion] 

and link to the remarks of 

others. (SL.4.1c) 

                              

[Review the key ideas 

expressed]. (SL.4.1d) 
                              

Explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the 

discussion. (SL.4.1d) 

                              

 



Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What is the topic or text being discussed and what questions can I contribute? 

2. How can I prepare so that I will be ready to discuss this text or topic? 

3. What are the rules for this discussion or collaboration? 

4. What questions do I want to ask in the discussion? 

5. Am I prepared to answer other’s questions? 

6. After the discussion, what key ideas did I learn and how did my understanding of the topic deepen? 

7. What are those academic words or phrases I hear most often when discussing a text or topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 

 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.5.1 [Quote accurately] from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 5] topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.5.6 Use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal [contrast, addition, and other logical 

relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition)]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                          

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, 

having read and researched 

material under study. (SL.5.1a) 

                           

Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions. (SL.5.1b) 
                           

Carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1b)                            

Speaking 

Pose specific questions. (SL.5.1c)                            

Explicitly draw on that 

preparation [by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or 

issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion]. (R.5.1, 

SL.5.1a) 

                           

Use grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including 

those that signal [contrast, 

addition, and other logical 

relationships. (L.5.6) 

                           

Listening 

Respond to specific questions by 

making comments that 

contribute to the discussion. 

(SL.5.1c)  

                           

[Elaborate] on the remarks of 

others. (SL.5.1c) 
                           

Review the key ideas expressed. 

(SL.5.1d) 
                           

[Draw conclusions] in light of 

information and knowledge 

gained from the discussions. 

(SL.5.1d) 

                           



 

 

 

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What is the topic or text being discussed and what questions can I contribute? 

2. How can I prepare so that I will be ready to discuss this text or topic? 

3. What are the rules for this discussion or collaboration? 

4. During the discussion, did I contribute by adding comments or elaborating on other’s remarks? 

5. After the discussion, what key ideas did I learn and how did my understanding deepen? 

6. What are those academic words or phrases I hear most often when discussing a text or topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Sharon Taberski and Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 

 

 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.6.1 [Cite textual evidence to support analysis] of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 6] topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions 

prepared, having read and 

researched material under 

study. (SL.6.1a) 

                              

Follow rules for [collegial 

discussions]. (SL.6.1b) 
                              

[Set specific goals and 

deadlines]. (SL.6.1b) 
                              

[Define individual roles as 

needed]. (SL.6.1b) 
                              

Speaking 

Pose specific questions. 

(SL.6.1c) 
                              

Explicitly draw on that 

preparation [by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, 

or issue to probe and reflect 

on ideas under discussion]. 

(R.6.1, SL.6.1a) 

                              

Acquire and use accurately 

grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and phrases. 

(L.6.6) 

                              

Listening 

Respond to specific 

questions [with elaboration 

and detail] by making 

comments that contribute 

[to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion]. (SL.6.1c) 

                              

Review the key ideas 

expressed. (SL.6.1d) 
                              

[Demonstrate understanding 

of multiple perspectives 

through reflection and 

paraphrasing]. (SL.6.1d) 

                              



 

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What topic, text, or issue is being discussed? 

2. What questions can I contribute? 

3. How can I best prepare to discuss this text, topic, or issue? 

4. What are the rules and roles for this discussion or collaboration? 

5. What are the words specific to each subject area that I must learn and use accurately when discussing the content of 

these classes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 

 

 



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 

 
R.7.1 Cite [several pieces] of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 7] topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, 

having read and researched 

material under study. (SL.7.1a) 

                              

Follow rules for collegial 

discussions. (SL.7.1b) 
                              

[Track progress toward specific 

goals and deadlines]. (SL.7.1b) 
                              

Define individual roles as 

needed. (SL.7.1b) 
                              

Speaking 

Pose questions that [elicit] 

elaboration. (SL.7.1c) 
                              

Explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or 

issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. (R.7.1, 

SL.7.1a) 

                              

Acquire and use accurately 

grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and phrases. 

(L.7.6) 

                              

Listening 

Respond to others' questions 

and comments with [relevant 

observations and ideas that 

bring the discussion back on 

topic as needed]. (SL.7.1c) 

                              

[Acknowledge new information 

expressed by others]. (SL.7.1d) 
                              

[When warranted, modify their 

own views]. (SL.7.1d) 
                              

 

 



Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What topic, text, or issue is being discussed? 

2. What questions can I contribute? 

3. What rules and roles are central to this discussion or collaboration? 

4. What am I learning, and how does it require me to change my position or perspective? 

5. What are the words specific to each subject area that I must learn and use accurately when discussing the content of 

these classes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 

 
R.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that [most strongly supports] an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grade 8] topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                             

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, 

having read and researched 

material under study. (SL.8.1a) 

                              

Follow rules for collegial 

discussions and [decision-

making]. (SL.8.1b) 

                              

Track progress toward specific 

goals and deadlines. (SL.8.1b) 
                              

Define individual roles as 

needed. (SL.8.1b) 
                              

Speaking 

[Pose questions that connect 

the ideas of several speakers]. 

(SL.8.1c) 

                              

Explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or 

issue to probe and reflect on 

ideas under discussion. (R.8.1, 

SL.8.1a) 

                              

Acquire and use accurately 

grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and phrases. 

(L.8.6) 

                              

Listening 

Respond to others' questions 

and comments with relevant 

[evidence], observations, and 

ideas. (SL.8.1c) 

                              

Acknowledge new information 

expressed by others. (SL.8.1d) 
                              

When warranted, [qualify or 

justify their own views in light of 

the evidence presented]. 
(SL.8.1d) 

                              



 

 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What topic, text, or issue is being discussed? 

2. What questions can I contribute? 

3. What rules and roles are central to this discussion, collaboration, or decision? 

4. What evidence, observations, or ideas are most important to consider in the discussion? 

5. What are the words specific to each subject area that I must learn and use accurately when discussion the content of 

these classes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 
R.9-10.1 Cite [strong and thorough] textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

[grades 9-10]topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

L.9-10.6 Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, [sufficient for speaking and listening at the college and career readiness level]. 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                          

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, having 

read and researched material under 

study. (SL.9-10.1a) 

                           

[Work with peers to set rules] for collegial 

discussions and decision-making. (SL.9-

10.1b) 

                           

Set clear goals and deadlines. (SL.9-

10.1b) 
                           

Establish individual roles as needed. (SL.9-

10.1b) 
                           

Speaking 

[Propel conversations] by posing and 

responding to questions that [relate the 

current discussion to broader themes or 

larger ideas]. (SL.9-10.1c) 

                           

Explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence [from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to 

stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 

exchange of ideas]. (R.9-10.1, SL.9-10.1a) 

                           

[Actively incorporate others into the 

discussion]. (SL.9-10.1c) 
                           

Use general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, [sufficient for 

speaking and listening at the college 

and career readiness level]. (L.9-10.6) 

                           

Listening 

[Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions]. (SL.9-10.1c) 
                           

[Respond thoughtfully to diverse 

perspectives. (SL.9-10.1d) 
                           

Summarize points of agreement and 

disagreement]. (SL.9-10.1d) 
                           

When warranted, qualify or justify their 

own views and [understanding]. (SL.9-

10.1d) 

                           

[Make new connections] in light of the 

evidence and [reasoning] presented. 

(SL.9-10.1d) 

                           

 



 

Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What is the topic, text, or task – and what questions might I ask to help contribute to the discussion? 

2. How can I prepare for the discussion, so I know what I want to say and have evidence or information to offer during the 

discussion? 

3. What questions can I jot down before and throughout the discussion to help me participate in this conversation? 

4. What is my assigned role in this group discussion? 

5. What are the key words or sentence frames used to express the “thinking moves” in this subject area? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 

 

  



Observation Log for Collaborative Discussions   Class:____________    Date:  _____________ Topic:__________________________ 

 
R.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, [including determining where 

the text leaves matters uncertain]. 

SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one- on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on [grades 11-12] topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

L.11-12.6 Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for speaking and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

 

Student Names 

e
x
. 

S
a

ra
h

 

                          

Preparation for Discussion 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and 

researched material under study. (SL.11-12.1a) 
                           

Work with peers [to promote civil, democratic 

discussions and decision-making]. (SL.11-12.1a) 
                           

Set clear goals and deadlines. (SL.11-12.1b)                            

Establish individual roles as needed. (SL.11-12.1b)                            

Speaking 
Propel conversations by posing questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence. (SL.11-12.1b) 
                           

Explicitly draw on preparation by referring to 

evidence from texts and other research on the 

topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-

reasoned exchange of ideas. (R.11-12.1, SL.11-

12.1a) 

                           

Promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

(SL.11-12.1c) 
                           

Use general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for speaking and 

listening at the college and career readiness 

level (L.11-12.6) 

                           

Listening 

Ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 

topic or issue. (SL.11-12.1c) 
                           

Clarify ideas and conclusions. (SL.11-12.1c)                            

Verify ideas and conclusions. (SL.11-12.1c)                            
Challenge ideas and conclusions. (SL.11-12.1c)                            
Propel conversations by responding to questions 

that probe reasoning and evidence. (SL.11-

12.1c) 

                           

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives. 

(SL.11-12.1d) 
                           

[Synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 

made on all sides of an issue]. (SL.11-12.1d) 
                           

[Resolve contradictions when possible]. (SL.11-

12.1d) 
                           

[Determine what additional information or 

research is required to deepen the investigation 

or complete the task]. (SL.11-12.1d) 

                           

 



Questions to Prompt Thinking about Collaboration: 

 

1. What is the topic, text, or task – and what questions might I ask to help contribute to the discussion? 

2. How can I prepare for the discussion, so I know what I want to say and have evidence or information to offer during the 

discussion? 

3. What are the different perspectives (people, other texts, sources) I need to include in my discussion? 

4. How can I assess the evidence or reasoning used by others in the discussion or the texts I am examining? 

5. What are the key words or sentence frames used to express the “thinking moves” in this subject area? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions from Jim Burke’s The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded 
 


