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March 1, 2024 

Dear Safe Environment Coordinators and Bulletin Editors, 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. In addition to our efforts throughout the year, the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee has always recognized the important month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. This year, we 

have also designated April 21st - April 27th, as Safe Environment Week. In doing so, we can assure that every 

parish and school, as well as the entire faith community focuses, at the same time, on the importance of keeping our 

children and youth safe.  

This year’s theme for Safe Environment week is:  

“Protecting our Children starts with working as a Community on Prevention.” 

“Proteger a Nuestros Niños Comienza con Trabajar como Comunidad en la Prevención.” 

Please use the materials provided during in the Safe Environment Week Guide to help raise awareness of how we 

as a Catholic community continue to work to maintain safe environments in our parishes and schools for our 

children to live, learn, and play.  Each parish may use whatever combination of these resources that they feel best 

meets the needs of their community.  There are suggestions for activities and ways to pray, create awareness, and 

participate in the healing journey.   

Thank you for the continued role you play in creating and maintaining safe environments for all of God’s children. 

Blessings, 

Cynthia Rivera-Garcia 

Safe Environment Program Manager 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

cc: Pastor / Administrator / Parish Director, Principal, DRE, YM 
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March 1, 2024 

Dear Pastor/Parish Director, 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. In addition to our efforts throughout the year, the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee has always recognized the important month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. This year, we 

have also designated April 21st – April 27th, as Safe Environment Week. In doing so, we can assure that every 

parish and school, as well as the entire faith community focuses, at the same time, on the importance of keeping our 

children and youth safe.  

This year’s theme for Safe Environment week is:  

“Protecting our Children starts with working as a Community on Prevention.” 

“Proteger a Nuestros Niños Comienza con Trabajar como Comunidad en la Prevención.” 

Please use the materials provided during Safe Environment Week to help raise awareness of how we as a Catholic 

community continue to work to maintain safe environments in our parishes and schools for our children to live, 

learn, and play.  Each parish may use whatever combination of these resources that they feel best meets the needs 

of their community.  There are some suggestions for activities and ways to pray, create awareness, and participate 

in the healing journey.   

Please see that the attached Proclamation for Safe Environment Week is read at all Masses on the weekend 

of April 22nd-April 23rd.  You can also find the link to the Proclamation at 

ENGLISHProclamationforSafeEnvironment Week2024[8] (archmil.org) or 

SPANISHProclamationforSafeEnvironmentWeek-2024[99] (archmil.org) 

Thank you for the continued role you play in creating and maintaining safe environments for all of God’s children. 

Blessings, 

Cynthia Rivera-Garcia 

Safe Environment Program Manager  

cc: Safe Environment Coordinator, Principal, DRE, YM 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/ENGLISHProclamationforSafeEnvironmentWeek2024.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SPANISHProclamationforSafeEnvironmentWeek-2024.pdf
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Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

Safeguarding All of God’s Family  

Safe Environment Week - Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Safe Environment Week is for every parish and school, as well as the entire faith 

community to focus, at the same time, on the importance of keeping our children and youth safe; 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect are societal problems whose prevention depend on involvement 

among people throughout the faith community; 

 

WHEREAS, our children are our most valuable resources and will shape the future of not only the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee but also the entire Church; 

 

WHEREAS, the theme for this years’ Safe Environment Week will be “Protecting our Children starts 

with working as a Community on Prevention”; 

 

WHEREAS, acknowledging that as a Church we have much work to do to rebuild the trust that has 

been broken;  

 

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that as bishops, clergy and church leaders we must work together as a 

community to increase awareness about child abuse and neglect and work to promote the social and 

emotional well-being of children, youth and families in a safe, healthy and nurturing environment; 

 

THEREFORE, I, Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki proclaim the week of April 21st– April 27th, 

2024 as Safe Environment Week in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. I ask that all participate and 

acknowledge each other with the love and mercy of God the Father.   

 

 
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 

Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee 

Salvaguardando a toda la familia de Dios 

Proclamación para la Semana de Ambiente Seguro 

POR CUANTO, la Semana de Ambiente de Seguro es para todas las parroquias y escuelas, así como 

para la comunidad de fe, para enfocarnos en la importancia de proteger a nuestros niños y jóvenes 

seguros; 

POR CUANTO, el abuso y abandono infantil son problemas sociales cuya prevención depende de la 

participación entre las personas a través de la comunidad de fe; 

POR CUANTO, nuestros hijos son nuestros recursos más valiosos y construirán el futuro no sólo de 

la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee, sino también de toda la Iglesia; 

POR CUANTO, el tema de la Semana de Ambiente Seguro de este año es, “Proteger a Nuestros Niños 

Comienza con Trabajar como Comunidad en la Prevención.” 

POR CUANTO, reconociendo que come Iglesia tenemos mucho trabajo por hacer para reconstruir la 

confianza que se ha roto; 

POR CUANTO, reconocemos que como obispos, clérigos y líderes de la Iglesia tenemos que trabajar 

juntos como una comunidad para aumentar la conciencia sobre el abuso y abandono infantil y trabajar 

para promover el desarrollo social y el bienestar emocional de los niños, jóvenes y familias en un 

ambiente seguro, sano y enriquecedor; 

POR LO TANTO, YO, Arzobispo Jerome E. Listecki proclamo la semana del 21 de abril a 27 de 

abril de 2024 como la Semana de Ambiente Seguro en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee. Pido que todos 

participen y se reconozcan los unos a otros con el mismo amor y misericordia de Dios Padre. 

Reverendísimo Jerome E. Listecki 

Arzobispo de Milwaukee 
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Safe Environment Week Bulletin Announcement 

Place this bulletin announcement in all church bulletins the weekend of April 22 & 23. 

Safe Environment Week April 21st -April 27th    

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee recognizes April 21st–April 27th as Safe Environment Awareness Week.  

Each year in the month of April, which is recognized around the country as child abuse prevention month, 

we dedicate a week to elevating the general awareness of the Church’s efforts to keep our children safe.  

We want people to know that we are committed to maintaining safe environments in our parishes and 

schools through adult child abuse prevention training; criminal background checks for all clergy, 

volunteers working with minors, and employees; safety training for children in each grade level; and 

adhering to all mandatory reporting requirement laws.   

La Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee reconoce que del 21 de abril al 27 de abril como Semana de 

conocimiento sobre Ambiente Seguro. Cada año, en el mes de abril, es reconocido en todo el país como el 

mes de prevención del abuso infantil, dedicamos una semana a elevar la conciencia general de los 

esfuerzos de la Iglesia para mantener a nuestros niños seguros. Queremos que las personas sepan que 

estamos comprometidos a mantener ambientes seguros en nuestras parroquias y escuelas a través de 

capacitaciones para adultos para la prevención del abuso infantil; verificación de antecedentes penales 

para todos los clérigos, voluntarios que trabajan con menores y empleados; capacitaciones sobre la 

seguridad para niños en cada nivel de grado; y los requisitos obligatorios de informes. 

Parish/School Safe Environment Week Checklist 

o Safe Environment Week Bulletin Announcement in church bulletins the week of April

22nd & 23rd.

o Read the Proclamation at all Masses the weekend of April 22rd & 23rd.

o Throughout the month of April and for the week of April 21st through April 27th include

the provided sample intercessions with a Safe Environment focus involving a focus on

prevention and healing.

o Choose at least one (1) Parish/School activity to do at some point during Safe

Environment Week. If the parish/school wanted to raise funds for a cause in support of

survivors or abuse prevention measures, we would recommend the funds be directed to a

local child advocacy center or to The Healing Center through Advocate Aurora Healthcare

as these organizations provide direct support to survivors and family members and engage

in abuse prevention measures performed by qualified professionals.
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o Include “Do You Know…” in your parish bulletins and parent communications before, 

during, and after Safe Environment Week.  These can also be used to post on social media 

or the parish website.   

   

o Select at least one (1) bulletin insert/parent handout to put in the bulletin/ post to parish 

or school website/ or send to parents during Safe Environment Week.  

 

 

Samples for Safe Environment Week Parish/School Activities 

 

1) PRAY THE ROSARY FOR HEALING FROM ABUSE Dedicate a rosary for healing done 

prior to a Mass or as part of a group rosary activity already scheduled.  

English - https://cdn.ymaws.com/usccb.site-ym.com/resource/group/1560f0d7-fee7-4aff-afd2-

4cf076a24943/resource_toolbox/USCCB_Print_and_Digital_/Rosary_Booklet.pdf  

Spanish - https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Rosary-

for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf  

2) PRAY A NOVENA FOR PROTECTION AND HEALING FROM ABUSE Participate in a 

Novena for the Protection of Children and Healing from Abuse. 

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-

bulletin-insert.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-

bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf 

 

Daily social media posts for each day of the novena are available at 
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-novena   

 

3) HOLD A HEALING PRAYER SERVICE.  Schedule a Healing Prayer Service for your parish.  

A suggested format is available in the resources portion of this guide as well through the Safe 

Environment website at https://www.archmil.org/offices/safeguarding/April2018.htm. 

 

4) SAY A PRAYER FOR HEALING FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE.  Encourage using the 

Prayer for Healing during Safe Environment Week.   

a. The prayer is in the resources portion of this guide and can be found on the archdiocese of 

Milwaukee website http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-

protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf.  

 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/usccb.site-ym.com/resource/group/1560f0d7-fee7-4aff-afd2-4cf076a24943/resource_toolbox/USCCB_Print_and_Digital_/Rosary_Booklet.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/usccb.site-ym.com/resource/group/1560f0d7-fee7-4aff-afd2-4cf076a24943/resource_toolbox/USCCB_Print_and_Digital_/Rosary_Booklet.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Rosary-for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Rosary-for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-novena
https://www.archmil.org/offices/safeguarding/April2018.htm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf
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5) TIE BLUE RIBBONS ON A STRING. Encourage the Community to tie blue ribbon on a string 

in representation to survivors and saying a prayer while doing so. Having a visual display will help 

them remember the survivors and continue praying for them during the month of April.  

 

6) HOST AN ADULT SAFE ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION TRAINING SESSION AT 

YOUR PARISH/SCHOOL.  If you have a facilitator for the adult Safe Environment Education 

Training sessions at your parish/school, consider hosting a session on-site at your parish/school 

sometime in April or May to help raise awareness as to how all of us are part of the safety net 

protecting the vulnerable members of our communities.   

a. Bulletin Announcement English - Our parish/school recognizes the month of April as a 

time to mark our support for child abuse prevention in our parishes, schools, and 

communities.  (Parish/School) will be hosting an adult safe environment education training 

session on (date) at (time).  These trainings focus on identifying grooming behaviors, 

recognizing signs of abuse and neglect, and how to report concerning behavior and abuse 

and neglect to the proper authorities.  This three-hour training is part of the safe 

environment certification process, and is a crucial part of training our adults to prepare 

them to volunteer in our parish/school.  Instructions on completing the online portion of 

the session registration and the link to register are available using this link 

(https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/Safe_Environment_Progr

am_instructions.pdf ). 

b. Bulletin Announcement Spanish - Nuestra parroquia/escuela reconoce el mes de abril 

como un momento para mostrar nuestro apoyo a la prevención del abuso infantil en 

nuestras parroquias, escuelas y comunidades. (Parroquia/Escuela) organizará una sesión de 

Ambiente Seguro para adultos el (fecha) a las (hora). Estos entrenamientos se enfocan en 

identificar conductas inapropiadas, reconocer signos de abuso y negligencia, y cómo 

informar sobre conductas, abuso y negligencia a las autoridades correspondientes. Este 

entrenamiento de tres horas es parte del proceso de certificación de ambiente seguro y es 

una parte crucial de la capacitación de nuestros adultos para prepararlos para ser 

voluntarios en nuestras parroquias y escuelas. Las instrucciones para completar la parte en 

línea del registro de la sesión y el enlace para registrarse están disponibles usando este 

enlace 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/InstructionsforCompletin

gInitialSafeEnvironment2021SPANISH.docx.pdf  

 

 

7) BLUE MONDAY APRIL 22nd Participate in Blue Monday on April 22nd (or designate another 

day to wear blue during Safe Environment Week for your parish/school).  

a. Encourage members of your parish/school to wear blue as a symbol of child abuse 

prevention. 

i. Sample Bulletin Entry/School Announcement-   

English - 

This year join us at (parish/school)________________ to mark our support for 

child abuse prevention by wearing the color blue on April 22nd (or other date 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/Safe_Environment_Program_instructions.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/Safe_Environment_Program_instructions.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/InstructionsforCompletingInitialSafeEnvironment2021SPANISH.docx.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/CathMutual/InstructionsforCompletingInitialSafeEnvironment2021SPANISH.docx.pdf
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designated by your parish/school).  Wearing blue helps remind us and encourage 

others to prevent child abuse and support healthy children and families.   

 

Spanish - 

Ejemplo para el Boletín /Anuncio Escolar 

Este año, únase a nosotros en (parroquia / escuela) ________________ mostramos 

nuestro apoyo a la prevención del abuso infantil usando el color azul el 22 de abril 

(u otra fecha designada por su parroquia / escuela). Usar azul ayuda a recordarnos y 

alentar a otros a prevenir el abuso infantil y apoyar a niños y familias. 

b. Share pictures of your community wearing blue to social media.  

c. Parishes and schools can submit pictures to the Safe Environment Office at 

riveragarciac@archmil.org for inclusion in archdiocesan social media, print publications, 

website, newsletters, and internal communications regarding Safe Environment Week.  

 

8) PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION Have your students/children participate in Pinwheels for 

Prevention.  Instructions & templates are in the Resources portion of this guide.   

a. Sample Bulletin Entry/Parent Notification Email Entry –  

Pinwheels for Prevention is a national symbol for Child Abuse Prevention.  Each April, we 

see blue pinwheels pop up all over our country as we as a community recognize the right 

all children have to grow up in safe environments free from abuse.  This year we have 

made blue pinwheels to raise awareness for how we as a Church work to prevent child 

abuse through our Safe Environment programs and to encourage everyone to work together 

to keep our homes, schools, parishes, and communities safe environments for our children!   

 

Ejemplo para el Boletín /Entrada de Correo Electrónico para Notificación a Padres-

Molinillos de Viento es un símbolo nacional para la prevención del abuso infantil. Cada 

abril, vemos molinillos azules aparecer en todo nuestro país a medida que, como 

comunidad, reconocemos el derecho que todos los niños tienen a crecer en entornos 

seguros y libres de abusos. ¡Este año hemos creado molinillos azules para crear conciencia 

sobre cómo nosotros, como Iglesia, trabajamos para prevenir el abuso infantil a través de 

nuestros programas de Ambiente Seguro y para alentar a todos a trabajar juntos para 

mantener nuestros hogares, escuelas, parroquias y comunidades en ambientes seguros para 

nuestros niños! 

 

Pinwheel Project  

As Catholics, we have seen and experienced the pain and trauma that sexual abuse causes for victims, 

families, communities, schools, and parishes.   

This year we are participating in the Child Abuse Prevention Project Pinwheels for Prevention.   In 2008, 

Prevent Child Abuse America began using the pinwheel as symbol for child abuse prevention.  We 

commonly see pinwheels decorate state capitol buildings, hospitals, social service organizations and non-

profits to remind us of the childhood that all children deserve.  We join the nation and our Church to make 

mailto:riveragarciac@archmil.org
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blue pinwheels to remind us of the importance of safeguarding those most vulnerable around us, and that 

all children deserve a childhood protected from abuse.   

Every child in our parishes and schools deserves to be part of a Catholic community that will provide a 

safe, faith-filled and healthy environment where they will be protected and nurtured by the adults around 

them.  As we observe Safe Environment Week in our parishes and schools, we are reminded of the 

Wounded Body of Christ that we are part of and that as we journey on the path towards healing. 

Templates & Directions can be found in Resources & Handouts of this guide or directly 

from Prevent Child Abuse America: 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 

 

Como Católicos, hemos visto y experimentado el dolor y el trauma que el abuso sexual causa a las 

víctimas, familias, comunidades, escuelas y parroquias. 

Este año estamos participando en el Proyecto de Prevención de Abuso Infantil Molinillos de Viento para 

la Prevención. En 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America comenzó a usar los molinillos como símbolo para 

la prevención del abuso infantil. Comúnmente vemos molinillos decorar edificios del Capitolio Estatal, 

hospitales, organizaciones de servicios sociales y organizaciones sin fines de lucro para recordarnos la 

infancia que todos los niños merecen. Nos unimos a la nación y a nuestra Iglesia para hacer molinillos 

azules para recordarnos la importancia de cuidar a los más vulnerables que nos rodean, y que todos los 

niños merecen una infancia protegida contra el abuso. 

Todos los niños en nuestras parroquias y escuelas merecen ser parte de una comunidad católica que 

proporcionará un ambiente seguro, lleno de fe y saludable donde serán protegidos y nutridos por los 

adultos que los rodean. Mientras observamos la Semana del Ambiente Seguro en nuestras parroquias y 

escuelas, recordamos el Cuerpo de Cristo Herido del que somos parte y que mientras viajamos en el 

camino hacia la curación. 

Las plantillas y direcciones se pueden encontrar en Recursos y folletos de esta guía o directamente 

en Prevent Child Abuse America: 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf
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Sample Intercessions for Safe Environment Week/Child Abuse Prevention Month 

** Please feel free to use any of these intercessions provided or to compose your own for use in your 

parish.**   

 

For nations and government leaders that are entrusted with upholding the common good and enforcing 

justice for all; that they may act in ways that show their commitment to the protection of all, especially the 

unborn, children and vulnerable.  We pray to the Lord… 

For the bishops, church leaders and the faithful as they work to promote healing for the abused, hold those 

that commit abuse accountable and protect the most vulnerable in our communities.  We pray to the 

Lord… 

For all survivors of abuse and trauma to have the courage to tell their story and seek healing; that they 

may be consoled by the presence of Christ as they process their trauma.  We pray to the Lord… 

For those affected by abuse; that they may be supported and consoled on their journey of healing.  We 

pray to the Lord… 

For the parents, teachers, catechists, and all who work with children and young people; that they may be 

faithful in their responsibility to protect those entrusted to them by providing safe environment for our 

children to live, learn, and grow.  We pray to the Lord… 

For all those that journey with the survivors of abuse: the counselors, law enforcement, therapists, family 

members and advocates; that the Holy Spirit may guide their words and actions in their healing ministry.  

We pray to the Lord… 

For all Catholics that are scandalized and questioning their faith, that they may remain rooted in Christ 

and advocate for justice for the survivors of abuse, that we may find consolation through Mary, Mother of 

the Church as we work together to heal.  We pray to the Lord…  
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Muestra de Intercesiones para la Semana de Ambiente Seguro / Mes de Prevención 

de Abuso Infantil 

** Por favor, siéntase libre de usar cualquiera de estas intercesiones proporcionadas o de componer las 

suyas propias para usar en su parroquia. ** 

Para las naciones y los líderes del gobierno a quienes se les confía defender el bien común y hacer 

cumplir la justicia para todos; para que puedan actuar de manera que demuestren su compromiso con la 

protección de todos, especialmente los no nacidos, los niños y los vulnerables. Oremos al Señor ... 

Para los obispos, los líderes de la iglesia y los fieles mientras trabajan para promover la curación de los 

maltratados, responsabilicen a los que cometen abusos y protejan a los más vulnerables en nuestras 

comunidades. Oremos al Señor ... 

Para todos los sobrevivientes de abuso y trauma para que tengan la valentía de contar su historia y buscar 

la curación; para que puedan ser consolados por la presencia de Cristo mientras procesan su trauma. 

Oremos al Señor ... 

Para aquellos afectados por el abuso; para que puedan ser apoyados y consolados en su viaje de curación. 

Oremos al Señor ... 

Para los padres, maestros, catequistas y todos los que trabajan con niños y jóvenes; para que puedan ser 

fieles en su responsabilidad de proteger a los que se les confían proporcionando un ambiente seguro para 

que nuestros hijos vivan, aprendan y crezcan. Oremos al Señor ... 

Para todos aquellos que viajan con los sobrevivientes de abuso: los consejeros, la policía, los terapeutas, 

los familiares y los defensores; para que el Espíritu Santo guíe sus palabras y acciones en su ministerio de 

curación. Oremos al Señor ... 

Para todos los católicos que están escandalizados y cuestionan su fe, para que puedan permanecer con sus 

raíces en Cristo y abogar por la justicia para los sobrevivientes de abuso, para que podamos encontrar 

consuelo a través de María, Madre de la Iglesia, mientras trabajamos juntos para sanar. Oremos al Señor 

... 
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Suggested Bulletin Inserts/Parent Handouts/Bulletin Board Posters 

The following links have resources/informational handouts on child abuse prevention during the 

month of April and Safe Environment Week. These pages can be used as bulletin inserts, posters or 

provided electronically to parish/school families.   

USCCB Flyer on 10 Tips for Protecting Children from Abuse and Offering Assistance to 

Victims/Survivors-English & Spanish 

English - https://www.usccb.org/resources/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf 

Spanish - https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-10tips-infographic-spanish.pdf  

 

USCCB Flyer on Abuse Warning Signs –English & Spanish 

English - https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf  

Spanish - https://www.usccb.org/resources/warning-signs-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf  

 

USCCB Flyer on Five Ways to Protect Your Children From Abuse-English & Spanish 

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-

insert-and-foldable-card.pdf 

Spanish - https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card-spanish.pdf  

 

USCCB Flyer on Keeping Children and Teens Safe Online – English & Spanish 

English - https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-

bulletin-insert.pdf 

Spanish - https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-

bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf 

 

USCCB Flyer for USSCB Overview of Safe Environment Efforts-English & Spanish 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-infographic-fact-sheet-2022.pdf 

 

Every Child Poster – English & Spanish 

English - https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/2023SafeEnvironmentPoster_English.pdf  

Spanish - https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/2023SafeEnvironmentPoster_Spanish.pdf  

 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-10tips-infographic-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/warning-signs-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-safe-online-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-infographic-fact-sheet-2022.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/2023SafeEnvironmentPoster_English.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/2023SafeEnvironmentPoster_Spanish.pdf
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“Safe Environment Program Did You Know…”  

The following information is to be used in parish bulletins or weekly parent school communications to raise 

awareness of the Safe Environment Program in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.   

Did You Know… 

The Safe Environment Program in the Catholic Church is not only making our parishes and schools safe places for 

our children, youth, and vulnerable adults.  We hope that all clergy, employees, and volunteers’ task themselves 

with protecting the young and vulnerable in their workplaces, neighborhoods, communities, and even their own 

homes.  Our goal is greater than just safe environments within the four walls of our parishes and schools, but safer 

communities for all God’s children to live, learn and grow.   

 

Did You Know… 

In 2023, in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, over 250 Safe Environment Education Sessions were conducted with 

over 4,400 adults trained in identifying signs of abuse and neglect, over 7,900 criminal background checks were 

conducted on clergy, employees, and volunteers, and about 40,000 children were trained in Safe Environment 

topics.  Every year in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, each parish and school are required to complete a report 

documenting their compliance with the Safe Environment Program’s policies and procedures.  The Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee Safe Environment Office uses those reports to compile an archdiocesan report for USCCB audit firm 

Stonebridge Partners on our archdiocesan compliance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People.  The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has been found compliant every year since 2004.   

 

Did You Know… 

All clergy, employees and volunteers are instructed to contact local law enforcement or Child Protective Services 

immediately if they are made aware of a child being sexually abused.  All bishops, priests, deacons lay 

parish/school staffs, and volunteers are required to follow the mandatory reporting laws of the State of Wisconsin.  

In Wisconsin, all clergy and all school employees are considered mandatory reporters and can face legal penalties 

for failing to report suspected or known child abuse or neglect.  

 

Did You Know… 

All seminarians and candidates for the Permanent Diaconate in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee undergo criminal 

background checks, Safe Environment Education training in child abuse prevention, interviews, psychological 

evaluations, classes and workshops on human sexuality, and mandatory reporter training.   

Did You Know… 

All clergy, employees, and volunteers are required to meet all of the requirements of safe environment certification.  

Certification includes participating in training on recognizing signs of abuse and neglect, identifying grooming 

behaviors, training in maintaining boundaries, and mandatory reporting; reviewing the Code of Ethical Standards 

and the Social Media and Digital Communication Policy, and undergoing a criminal background check.  

Certification is required prior to beginning ministry and subsequently every five years.   
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Did You Know… 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has a Victim Assistance Coordinator that assists survivors of sexual abuse to 

navigate through the process of reporting abuse and receiving counselling services.   The Victim Assistance 

Coordinator can be reached at (414) 758-2232.  

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee also has a third-party reporting mechanism for misconduct through Convercent.  

All mandatory reporting laws in the State of Wisconsin are required to be followed with all reports to the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee or Convercent.  A report of abuse can also be made through the Advocate Aurora 

Healing Center or directly reported to the appropriate civil authorities.   

 

Did You Know… 

No priest or deacon with a substantiated allegation of sexual abuse of a minor can or will ever serve as a priest or 

deacon in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.   

 

Did You Know… 

In the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, a Diocesan Review Board reviews allegations against clergy involving abuse of a 

minor and serves as an instrument to help hold our diocese accountable.   
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"Programa de ambiente seguro ¿Sabía que ..." 

La siguiente información se utilizará en los boletines parroquiales o en las comunicaciones semanales de la escuela para 

padres para crear conciencia sobre el Programa de Ambiente Seguro en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee. 

Sabías… 
El Programa de Ambiente Seguro en la Iglesia Católica no solo está haciendo de nuestras parroquias y escuelas lugares 

seguros para nuestros niños, jóvenes y adultos vulnerables. Esperamos que todos los clérigos, empleados y voluntarios se 

encarguen de proteger a los jóvenes y vulnerables en sus lugares de trabajo, vecindarios, comunidades e incluso en sus 

propios hogares. Nuestro objetivo es más que ambientes seguros dentro de las cuatro paredes de nuestras parroquias y 

escuelas, sino comunidades más seguras para que todos los hijos de Dios vivan, aprendan y crezcan. 

 

Sabías… 
En 2023, en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee, se llevaron a cabo más de 250 Sesiones de Educación sobre Ambiente 

Seguro con más de 4,400 adultos capacitados para identificar signos de abuso y negligencia, se realizaron más de 7,900 

verificaciones de antecedentes penales de clérigos, empleados y voluntarios, y sobre de 40,000 niños fueron 

capacitados en temas de Ambiente Seguro. Cada año en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee, cada parroquia y escuela debe 

completar un informe que documente su cumplimiento con las políticas y procedimientos del Programa de Ambiente 

Seguro. La Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee utiliza esos informes para compilar un 

informe arquidiocesano para la firma de auditoría de la USCCB, Stonebridge Partners, sobre nuestro cumplimiento 

arquidiocesano con la Carta para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes. La Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee cumple todos los 

años desde 2004. 

 

Sabías… 
Se instruye a todo el clero, empleados y voluntarios para que se comuniquen con la policía local o los Servicios de 

Protección Infantil de inmediato si se enteran de que un niño está siendo abusado sexualmente. Se requiere que todos los 

obispos, sacerdotes, diáconos, personal laico de la parroquia/escuela y voluntarios sigan las leyes de notificación 

obligatoria del Estado de Wisconsin. En Wisconsin, todo el clero y todos los empleados escolares se consideran 

denunciantes obligatorios y pueden enfrentar sanciones legales por no denunciar el abuso o negligencia infantil 

sospechado o conocido. 

 

Sabías… 
Todos los seminaristas y candidatos para el diaconado permanente en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee se someten a 

verificaciones de antecedentes penales, capacitación en Educación para Ambiente Seguro en la prevención del abuso 

infantil, entrevistas, evaluaciones psicológicas, clases y talleres sobre sexualidad humana y capacitación obligatoria para 

reporteros. 

 

Sabías… 
Todos los clérigos, empleados y voluntarios deben cumplir con todos los requisitos de la certificación de ambiente 

seguro. La certificación incluye participar en la capacitación sobre el reconocimiento de signos de abuso y negligencia, la 

identificación de comportamientos inapropiados, la capacitación en el mantenimiento de límites y la denuncia 

obligatoria; revisar el Código de Ética y la Política de Redes Sociales y Comunicación Digital, y someterse a una 

verificación de antecedentes penales. Se requiere certificación antes de comenzar el ministerio y posteriormente cada 

cinco años. 
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Sabías… 
La Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee tiene un Coordinador de Asistencia a Víctimas que ayuda a los sobrevivientes de abuso 

sexual a navegar a través del proceso de reportar abuso y recibir servicios de asesoramiento. Puede comunicarse con el 

Coordinador de Asistencia a Víctimas al (414) 758-2232. 

La Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee también tiene un programa para poder denuncia mala conducta a través de Convercent. 

Todas las leyes de informes obligatorios en el estado de Wisconsin deben cumplirse con todos los informes a la 

Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee o Convercent. También se puede hacer un informe de abuso a través del Centro de Curación 

Advocate Aurora o directamente a las autoridades civiles correspondientes. 

 

Sabías… 
Ningún sacerdote o diácono con una acusación justificada de abuso sexual de un menor puede o servirá como sacerdote o 

diácono en la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee. 

 

Sabías… 

En la Arquidiócesis de Milwaukee, una Junta de Revisión Diocesana revisa las acusaciones contra el clero que 

involucra el abuso de un menor y ayuda a responsabilizar a nuestra diócesis. 
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Pinwheel Project Instructions 

As Catholics, we have seen and experienced the pain and trauma that sexual abuse causes 

for victims, families, communities, schools, and parishes.   

This year we are participating in the Child Abuse Prevention Project Pinwheels for 

Prevention.   In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America began using the pinwheel as symbol 

for child abuse prevention.  We commonly see pinwheels decorate state capitol buildings, 

hospitals, social service organizations and non-profits to remind us of the childhood that 

all children deserve.  We join the nation and our Church to make blue pinwheels to remind 

us of the importance of safeguarding those most vulnerable around us, and that all children 

deserve a childhood protected from abuse.   

Every child in our parishes and schools deserves to be part of a Catholic community that 

will provide a safe, faith-filled and healthy environment where they will be protected and 

nurtured by the adults around them.  As we observe Safe Environment Week in our 

parishes and schools, we are reminded that safe environments involve all of us working 

together.   

Instrucciones del Proyecto Molinillos de Viento 

Como católicos, hemos visto y experimentado el dolor y el trauma que causa el abuso 

sexual en las víctimas, las familias, las comunidades, las escuelas y las parroquias. 

Este año estamos participando en el Proyecto de Prevención del Abuso Infantil Molinillos 

de Viento para la Prevención. En 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America comenzó a usar los 

Molinillos de Viento como símbolo para la prevención del abuso infantil. Comúnmente 

vemos molinillos decorar edificios del capitolio estatal, hospitales, organizaciones de 

servicios sociales y organizaciones sin fines de lucro para recordarnos la infancia que 

todos los niños merecen. Nos unimos a la nación y a nuestra Iglesia para hacer molinillos 

de viento azules que nos recuerden la importancia de cuidar a los más vulnerables que nos 

rodean y que todos los niños merecen una infancia protegida del abuso. 

Cada niño en nuestras parroquias y escuelas merece ser parte de una comunidad católica 

que proporcionará un ambiente seguro, lleno de fe y saludable donde serán protegidos y 

nutridos por los adultos que los rodean. Mientras observamos la Semana del Ambiente 

Seguro en nuestras parroquias y escuelas, se nos recuerda que los ambientes seguros 

involucran a todos trabajando juntos. 
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Directions can be found through Prevent Child Abuse America: 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf
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Healthy Families Handouts 

These handouts can be used in conjunction with the Pinwheels for Prevention activity or as a stand-alone 

activity for students to do in class or with their family.  They are found on the following pages or using 

the link below.   

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_ded851806a8b462fb9a7c148ac88c051.pdf 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_62344d1197d04641acf371026c6afab7.pdf 

https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-

55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_475f701ef376497bada61fb2e907bb32.pdf 

https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-

55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_0a50948db73b4d62b0613b884f68f16e.pdf 

https://www.bluesunday.org/happy-families 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/strong_ts_2019.pdf 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/strong_sp_2019.pdf 

 

 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_ded851806a8b462fb9a7c148ac88c051.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_62344d1197d04641acf371026c6afab7.pdf
https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_475f701ef376497bada61fb2e907bb32.pdf
https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_475f701ef376497bada61fb2e907bb32.pdf
https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_0a50948db73b4d62b0613b884f68f16e.pdf
https://498892ee-2cc5-400d-a0c2-55fc26a82608.filesusr.com/ugd/bd1b59_0a50948db73b4d62b0613b884f68f16e.pdf
https://www.bluesunday.org/happy-families
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/strong_ts_2019.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/strong_sp_2019.pdf
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                       Las  Familias Felices: 

1. Muestran respeto mutuo aun cuando no 

están de acuerdo 

Existe una forma correcta y otra incorrecta de 

reconciliar una pelea.  Golpearse mutuamente es 

siempre incorrecto. Lo mismo que es usar palabras 

hirientes. Tú no tienes que estar de acuerdo en todo. 

2. Asignando turnos para hablar y escuchar 

Es muy divertido saber lo que todos están pensando.  

No interrumpas  ni te burles de los demás cuando no 

estés de acuerdo con lo que digan.  

3. Comparten el trabajo cotidiano 

En lugar de quejarte del trabajo cotidiano,  

conviértelo en juego.  Algo como,  ver quien termina 

primero de limpiar su habitación o quien hizo mejor 

trabajo.  Escuchando música puede alivianar el 

trabajo.  Aumenta un poco el volumen de la música y 

mejor que eso, canta!  Limpia un poco diariamente, 

de esa forma, tu habitación no será tan difícil de 

limpiar. Pregunta a tus padres en que puedes ayudar 

antes que te lo pidan. Esto alegra mucho a los padres.  

Precaución: esto último tal vez los haga desmayar. 

4. Juegan juntos 

Los padres  tienen mucho trabajo.  El jugar  juntos no 

necesariamente tiene que ser con un juego de mesa o 

un juego video. Se puede hacer un juego de cualquier 

cosa.  Algo como “I Spy” Tic Tac Toe, o contar 

historias y chistes. 

5. Se dan abrazos todos los días 

No solamente  recibir abrazos; ser un abrazador de 

tus seres queridos. 

6. Aprenden a pedir disculpas y a perdonar 

Todos cometemos errores en ocasiones. La primera 

persona que pide disculpas siempre se siente mejor.  

Practica diciendo, “Estoy muy triste y arrepentido por 

lo que hice” esto es más fácil decirlo cuando lo 

sientes de verdad.  Perdonar quiere decir que tú 

decides tolerar o pasar por alto la ofensa y olvidar 

cuando alguien te lastima.  Cuando alguien se  

 

 

disculpa y te dice que siente mucho haberte  

lastimado tú necesitas creerle. Sus acciones 

demostrarán si son honestos. 

7. Hacen algunas actividades juntos 

Es importante que la familia este unida.  No siempre 

se tienen que hacer cosas que cuestan dinero. Salir a 

caminar juntos o leer un libro a los hermanos más 

pequeños.  Cocinar, visitar algún parque, librería o 

museo una Iglesia o familia.  Ver  juntos viejas 

fotografías de familia es siempre divertido. 

 

 

 

Se protegen mutuamente 

Tus padres te protegen cuando te llevan al doctor y al 

dentista.  Es también trabajo de los padres el saber 

siempre donde estas. Avisa siempre a tus papas 

cuando juegues afuera de la casa. 

No es posible que tus padres estén siempre cerca de 

ti. Cuando estés solo, no hables con desconocidos y 

nunca digas en el teléfono que te encuentras solo en 

la casa. 

Informa inmediatamente a tus padres si entras en 

“línea” en tu computadora y alguien te pregunta por 

tu nombre y dirección. No todas las personas  que se 

comunican en línea de internet son quien dicen ser. 

Protégete a ti mismo y a tu familia no dando ninguna 

información en “línea” 
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 Familias Felices 
Escribe una historia o dibuja a tu familia  

haciendo algo de la lista de Familias Felices. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

   

Mostrando respeto aún  

cuando no están de acuerdo   

 

Tomando turnos para  

hablar y escuchar 

 

Compartiendo el  

trabajo cotidiano 

 

 

Jugando juntos 

 

Abrasándose diariamente 

 

Aprendiendo a disculparse  

y a perdonar las ofensas 

 

Haciendo alguna cosa 

juntos 

 

Protegiéndose mutuamente  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  2 9  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 0  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 1  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 2  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 3  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 4  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 5  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 6  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 7  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 8  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  3 9  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  4 0  o f  4 9  

 



Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2024)  P a g e  4 1  o f  4 9  

Prayer for Healing  
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